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Purpose »  To provide for the use and administration of public data.
»  To provide for public data to be made available in an open format and under an open licence.
»  To facilitate transparency, effective governance, and innovation in the use and administration

of public data and for connected matters.

Interpretation & Public authority means any ministry, department, division, agency, board, commission, local
Application democratic organ or other bodies of the Government and includes an entity or body established by

law or by arrangement of the Government or a Minister for a non-commercial public service purpose.
Data asset means a collection of data elements or data sets that may be grouped together.

Public data asset means data asset comprised of data that is created, collected, under the control or
direction of, or maintained by a public authority and not restricted by law from being accessed by or

released to the public.

This Act applies to all public authorities but excludes the President, Commissions of Inquiry, and
ongoing Auditor General investigations. Courts and judicial officers, in judicial functions, are not
public authorities, but court administration is covered. Disciplined forces are exempt for strategic
or operational matters. The Minister may exempt public authorities via order, subject to a National

Assembly resolution.

Objects of the Act The objects of this Act are to:
»  Improve transparency and accountability in public data use while protecting confidential and
private information.
»  Make public data open and accessible to the public.
»  Optimise the use and management of public data in accordance with international standards
and best practices.

»  Improve public services and promote private sector innovation and collaboration.

Administration of A public authority is required to designate a Data Officer responsible for implementing the Act’s
Public Data provisions. The Data Officer’s key responsibilities include:

»  Data asset management, format standardization, sharing and publication of data assets.

»  Compilation and publication of data register.

»  Ensuring that the public data follows open data practices.

»  Engaging employees, the public, and contractors in using public data assets and promoting

collaboration to enhance data use.
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»  Reviewing the public authority’s information technology infrastructure to improve data
accessibility and reduce barriers.
»  Designating contacts for public data roles and implementation.

»  Collaboration with the Commissioner of Information.

Every public authority shall, as far as is reasonably practicable, maintain a register in electronic
form of all data assets created, collected, under control or direction of, or maintained by that public

authority.

The register shall include:
»  Data assets from public authority’s information systems, categorized by source type
(applications, devices, networks, equipment).
»  Data assets shared or maintained among public authorities.

» A classification of public and non-public data asset.

A public authority must provide the Commissioner of Information with access to its data register,
details about its public assets, and any other necessary information to help publish public data in an

open format and under an open license.

Public authorities, in consultation with the Minister, must develop an Open Data Plan that:
»  Facilitates collaboration with non-government entities to understand the value of public data.
»  Establishes methods for analyzing digital data usage.
»  Appoints a contact person to assist the public and address data quality concerns.
»  Evaluates and improves data timeliness, accuracy, and availability.
»  Updates the plan as determined by the Minister.
»  Supports open data goals through technology, training, and innovation.

»  Implements measures to prevent unauthorized data disclosure and cyber threats.

Publication & Use of A public data asset maintained in the data register of a public authority shall be published in an
Data open format that is:
»  Machine-readable.
»  Free from restrictive usage conditions.
»  Consistent with best practices and standards as approved by the Guyana National Bureau
of Standards.

»  Publicly accessible on an electronic platform, unless restricted by law.

A public data asset maintained in the data register of a public authority shall be published
under open licence at no cost to the public and with no restrictions on copying, publishing,
distributing, transmitting, citing, or adapting, unless prohibited by law.

A public authority shall not publish any non-public data asset unless and to the extent so

authorized by any law.
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Public authorities must engage the public in using public data assets as outlined in the Open Data Plan
by:

»  Regularly publishing information on data usage (at least annually).

»  Gathering public input on data analysis and disclosure priorities.

»  Supporting civil society and individuals in expanding data use.

»  Promoting initiatives that enhance the value of public data.

The Commissioner, with the Minister’s approval, may establish agreements with private sector
entities to collect and publicly share private sector data in an open format, which may be published
under:

»  An open licence, with no restrictions on use of data assets.

»  Arestrictive licence, subject to such limitations and restrictions on use of data assets as the

private sector entity may impose.

Miscellaneous Public authority personnel must not disclose or use:
Provisions »  Confidential information obtained through their role.

»  Non-public data assets, except as required for official duties or permitted by law.

A person who willfully discloses or uses confidential information or non-public data assets
commits an offence and, upon summary conviction, is subject to a fine of five hundred thousand

dollars or imprisonment for six months.
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Author’s Note
The information contained in this article is for general guidance on matters of interest only and is not meant to be comprehensive. It is recommended that you
obtain advice specific to your circumstances from professional advisors.
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